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New England ATTC 
Region 1

Team Members

● We are continuing to work on an intensive TA request with a team of adolescent and pediatric care providers Maine and have been providing TA since 
March 2021. They requested ORN consultation regarding establishing comprehensive SUD services for adolescents in the state, including those in 
their most rural areas. We connected them with our AIS consultant Amy Shanahan, who recommended starting with a comprehensive adolescent 
SUD learning collaborative. Dr. Sharon Levy and her team from our partner organization, Boston Children’s Hospital (BCH) Adolescent Substance 
Abuse Program (ASAP), has provided extensive consultation regarding curriculum, evidence-based program implementation, and best practices for 
true system change and integration, allowing the Maine team to attend their own internal meetings. They have also provided numerous speakers for 
the various learning community topics. Nick Szubiak, ORN AIS, has also provided ongoing consultation regarding best practices for data collection 
and evaluation for the learning collaborative. We are also providing ongoing consultation regarding program sustainability best practices for effective 
sustainability planning. The goal is to provide the primary care and pediatric clinicians with the skills and confidence to support this patient population 
in all areas of treatment and recovery for opioid, stimulant, and other substance use disorders.

● A targeted TA request in which we consulted with Melissa Witham, from C-4, to provide TA to peer recovery support staff from a recovery support 
center. The requester’s goal was to develop a peer facilitator program (train the trainer) in which peer facilitators work in groups with clients who have 
SUDs. Our consultant provided a training of trainers (TOT) workshop, to help develop the peer facilitators knowledge and skill level regarding group 
dynamics, active listening, and troubleshooting group scenarios.

● As an ORN special project, we collaborated with our local JCOIN Hub, led by Rose, to develop a comprehensive evidence based MOUD toolkit for 
community corrections professionals. The core element of the toolkit is the 7-module self-paced OUD and MOUD trainings designed specifically to 
meet the needs of community supervision professionals working with individuals with OUD and the community treatment providers they work with. The 
toolkit is housed on the ORN website and can also be accessed through Healtheknowledge, which allows us access to a number of data points. We 
launched the toolkit on September 1, 2022 and as of April 6, 2023, 429 individuals have accessed the modules and 51% have completed all 7 
modules. We’ve reached 39 States, as well as Qatar, Chile, and England, with representation from academia, Community Organizations (treatment, 
recovery), Community Corrections, State and Government, and Tribal Administration.

Recent Highlights

● In collaboration with the Northeast Node of the Clinical Trials Network, we will be hosting a regional 
summit for the Northern New England States on the Intersection of Opioid Use Disorder and Pain 
Management. For this summit, we are also actively engaged with the American Psychological 
Association’s Pain and pain management advocacy Special Interest Group.

● With the guidance and input from the Sexuality and Gender Diversity workgroup, we have created 
needs assessment survey that will be sent to treatment providers to determine the scope of Opioid 
Use Disorder (OUD) treatment in New England (Connecticut, Maine, Massachusetts, New Hampshire, 
Rhode Island, and Vermont) for LGBTQ+ people. Using this survey, we are interested in learning more 
about organizational and provider level perspectives on treatment for LGBTQ+ patients/clients and 
what training and education needs organizations and providers have.

● We are planning to collaborate with another JCOIN team to develop a companion MOUD Toolkit for 
Jail-based professionals, at the county and state levels, who face similar and yet uniquely different sets 
of challenges when implementing MOUD programming and ensuring best practice treatment and care 
to justice-involved individuals.
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Northeast & Caribbean ATTC 
Region 2

● Provided TA around Recovery Month Training and Outreach for local NY Recovery 
Organization. This two day event focused on providing Harm Reduction training to recovery 
staff as well as community stakeholders in law enforcement, drug courts, housing, MAT 
providers, and emergency room departments. This event expanded the organizations reach 
in the community as well as the ORN's and resulted in two TA submissions.

● Collaboration with the Northeast and Caribbean Rural Opioids Technical Assistant Center 
(NeC-ROTAC) and the Northeast and Caribbean Addiction Technology Transfer Center 
(NeC-ATTC) for the Annual Professional Development Conference: World view on mental 
health COVID-19 pandemic in the USVI (St. Croix) with the American Counseling 
Association of the Virgin Islands.

● Attending the National Harm Reduction Conference in Puerto Rico, having the opportunity 
to facilitate a roundtable discussion with leaders in harm reduction, and meeting ORN staff 
and consults.

Recent Highlights

● The ORN Special Project on Wound Assessment and Referral Protocol (WARP) for People 
Who Use Drugs (PWUD). This project will develop a standardized wound assessment and 
referral protocol to be implemented with PWUD, either in direct care settings or during 
outreach efforts. This protocol will develop basic wound assessment skills followed by a brief 
negotiated interview to encourage referral to care.

● In the upcoming months, our region will be hosting multiple summits focused on Harm 
Reduction/Prevention, Harm Reduction/Treatment, Stimulant Use Disorders, Recovery 
Oriented Systems of Care, and Xylazine Use. We look forward to the collaboration and TA 
opportunities these summits will bring!

● With the assistance of our new New Jersey TTS, Courtney DelaCuesta, our region is looking 
forward to continuing to expand our reach in New Jersey!

Highlights for the Future
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Central East ATTC
Region 3

Team Members

● Multiple requests are addressing the stigma faced by pregnant & parenting people through 
workforce training. One request to hold a region-wide training of Providing Peer Based 
Recovery Support Services for Pregnant and Parenting Families was followed by another for 
a large group of peers, which then launched into a learning collaborative to expand the 
capacity of the peer workforce and then another to train the staff of 12 women services sites.

● With C4, we worked with PA DDAP to launch the initiative Recovery Rising to foster a 
resilient, diverse, & accessible recovery environment in PA to support multiple pathways to 
improved health & personal wellness; diversity, equity, & inclusion; community acceptance; & 
personal autonomy and empowerment. During Phase 1, DDAP received input from more than 
180 recovery stakeholders via regional & statewide meetings, and through 1:1 conversations.

● We collaborated on a one-day harm reduction conference with an RCO in Western 
Pennsylvania, which had several hundred attendees. We coordinated all of the speakers, who 
were current ORN consultants and/or from the AIS team. We also exhibited at the conference 
and made great connections.

Recent Highlights

● We are looking forward to working on a request with a nationwide peer-led 
organization to modify the ORN's Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion trainings to make 
them peer and recovery focused in order to better serve the needs of the recovery 
community.

● We have connected with the PA Association of Treatment Court Professionals and 
will assist them to provide multiple speakers at their annual conference in October 
2023

● We are proud of hosting our 1st regional summit on xylazine at ground zero of its 
emergence in Philadelphia. We are busy planning additional regional summits, 
including one on DEI and another on pregnant and parenting families.

Highlights for the Future
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Southeast ATTC
Region 4

Team Members

● In 2020-2021 Whitney worked alongside multiple consultants to provide 
training and consultation to support with the startup and implementation of 
the KY Recovery Housing Network, KY's NARR affiliate through a TA 
request submitted by the Administrator for KRHN through the Department 
of Behavioral Health. The NARR affiliate is now fully up and running and 
certifying Recovery Residences in the state of Kentucky.

 
● Karen Garrett provided consultation and educational resources in Florida 

for a start-up Recovery initiative geared toward the arts and entertainment 
industry, How Sean Daniels Stages Recovery, One Show at a Time The 
writer-director, who now helms Florida Studio Theatre's Recovery Project, 
is taking a multi-pronged approach to fighting the stigma of addiction with 
theatre.

Recent Highlights

Kat House is working with Alabama to host a summit to address the new 
changes around the elimination of the Data Waiver.  Alabama desires to 
develop a system that:
●Addresses responsible utilization of the new rules to increase the state’s 

MOUD  treatment capacity.
●Develops a clear understanding of the best practices around 

buprenorphine.
●Addresses training of practitioners so they are proficient in following the 

best practice guidelines to ensure effectiveness.
●Selects Alabama physicians to go through a train the trainer model so they 

can effectively train other practitioners in the state.

Highlights for the Future
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Great Lakes ATTC
Region 5

Team Members

● Continuation of partnership with Midwest AIDS Training + Education Center at University of Cincinnati to 
bring trainings two years in a row on best practices for working with the intersection of SUDs, HIV, 
LGBTQ+ populations, and populations of color.

● Provided a training regarding the Expanded Medicaid Reimbursement options for office-based treatment 
of alcohol use or opioid use disorder in Michigan. As a result, we were able to provide outreach, including 
educational resources that summarized key points around this topic that can be shared freely with 
providers and billing administrators.

● 45 member coalitions from rural, northern Wisconsin focused on enhancing capacity regarding community 
data assessment, implementation and evaluation. ORN supported TA requested through partnership with 
CACDA (Community Anti-Drug Coalition of America) in which a one-month boot camp was set up for the 
coalition members. Total attendance was over 150 members due to other local stakeholder engagement.

Recent Highlights

● Embracing of harm reduction across the spectrum of prevention, treatment, and recovery; 
onboarding of more ORN consultants who specialize in the field; increase in requests related 
to Harm Reduction.

● Regional Summit in August focusing on Black-led recovery community organizations in 
Cleveland.

● More support and evidence based guidelines for working with pregnant and parenting 
people.

Highlights for the Future

Highlighted Data Points
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South Southwest ATTC
Region 6

Team Members

● Texas Grand Rounds has been one of the longest running requests in our region and ORN. Running 
since September of 2018, it originally began as bimonthly presentations on prevention, treatment, 
and/or recovery of SUD topics. Currently it is monthly presentations that continue to garner a wide 
audience across Texas. Topics are relevant to today’s SUD climate and seek to share practical 
information that can be implemented following each session.

● Throughout 2021 and 2022, Region 6 hosted a number of advocacy trainings for a variety of populations 
in both Texas and Oklahoma. Participants learned to advocate on behalf of those seeking SUD 
treatment and recovery support. Both states’ trainings were in collaboration with the SOR and in 
Oklahoma, one training was geared towards tribal members and those working with Indigenous 
populations. All trainings were well attended and rated highly. 

● We have had multiple requests from both Oklahoma and Texas for ORN’s “Peer Based Recovery 
Support Services for Pregnant and Parenting Families” training. All requests came from ads within 
ORN’s Bulletin. Within Texas, the SOR included the training as part of its agency contracts and went on 
to provide a ToT of the training for those interested. Currently, an Arkansas organization is also looking 
at providing the training with the SOR program.

Recent Highlights

● Region 6 is excited about the partnership with Kauffman and Associates Incorporated (KAI) 
and deepening work and relationships with Indigenous tribes in our region through the 
TTS-Indigenous Communities Response Team (TTS-ICRT). Two engagement sessions 
with TOR grantees are in process and we look forward to being responsive to the needs of 
the 26 TOR grantees in our region.

● We are looking forward to our four regional summits this grant year. Two are planned for in 
person - one in Oklahoma and one in New Mexico - and two virtual with organizations in 
Texas. We are working with local community organizations for each and bringing together a 
variety of individuals. We look forward to the requests for TA that we expect from engaging 
with these individuals at each summit.

● Region 6 is seeing an increase in prevention requests, particularly from schools and 
organizations dealing with adolescents. Many requests are from schools to discuss 
naloxone and how to best address substance use with adolescents both within the school 
environment and at home. Many of the requests are also addressing the stigma of 
substance use and how to be proactive in addressing it.

Highlights for the Future

Highlighted Data Points
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Beth Hutton, LPC is the Project Manager 
for the Addiction Research Institute at UT 
Austin and TTS for ORN for New Mexico. 
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Mid-America ATTC
Region 7

Team Members

● We received a request from Nebraska which began as a training for stakeholders grappling 
with high numbers of people with StimUD who were experiencing recidivism.  It evolved into 
an intensive request which resulted in mobilizing a Coalition of stakeholders to initiate a 
regional needs assessment, which identified the gaps in prevention, treatment and recovery 
options desperately needed. A Regional Summit is now planned to carry the work forward.

● Three requests from Iowa have assisted staff in that state to pioneer a 3-pilot site Peer-Run 
"Linkage to Outreach, Referrals and Engagement" program.  ORN provided consultation on 
starting up the pilot projects from Missouri's EPICC program, convening two 
program-to-program roundtables and providing a 6-part training series in collaboration with 
C4 Innovations on identified Peer-related topics.  

● A request from Missouri for staff who support pregnant and parenting people struggling with 
OUD and other SUDs from Anthem Healthy Blue Missouri, a Medicaid Managed Care 
Organization (MCO), has resulted in a 5-part training series on topics related to best 
practices in serving this high-risk population.  

Recent Highlights

● We believe convening Regional Summits in 2 neighboring regions in Nebraska will act as 
a catalyst for more technical assistance requests, resulting in leveled silos, building 
relationships among local, state and federal agencies, and helping to foster a unified 
approach to addressing opioid and stimulant misuse through evidence-based prevention, 
harm reduction, treatment and recovery approaches.

● We are partnering with the Iowa State Association of Counties to convene a Regional 
Summit for stakeholders from all 99 counties in the state to educate them on 
evidence-based and opioid litigation approved strategies in prevention, treatment and 
recovery, which will have a meaningful and lasting impact in that state as they utilize 
opioid settlement funds over the next 10 years.

● Region 7 ORN and the Mid-America ATTC has partnered with the Addiction Policy Forum 
to create culturally and linguistically appropriate resources for a grass-roots organization 
called ECORN-MO (Ethnic Communities Opioid Response Network Missouri). Through 
this partnership, prevention materials have been translated (APF sponsored) into over 15 
different languages, and disseminated to ethnic communities in Missouri and beyond.

Highlights for the Future

Highlighted Data Points
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Mountain Plains ATTC
Region 8

Team Members

● Intensive Contingency Management training for the state of Montana provided through a 
special project with Dr. Michael McDonnell and his associates from the University of 
Washington in 2021.

● ND Tribal Community Collaborative, We invited tribal representation from 5 tribes in ND to 
participate. This was an opportunity to provide information about requests we have fielded 
and the work that has been done. We directly related this information to tribal communities 
and how it can work for them. After the event we were contacted with several request that 
are still on going. 

● Denver Public School had a student who suffered a fatal overdosed. Without highlighting 
this individual, they wanted to address it with prevention education. Initially there was 
pushback from the school administration and the family of the student, but after a few 
conversations with the school they developed a curriculum for the students, provided 
training to the faculty and staff and hosted community conversations for parents and the 
community. 

Recent Highlights

● Efforts to implement MAT and Harm Reduction services with incarcerated populations and 
collaborative efforts with community and Tribal Health prescribers in Region 8.

● Collaborating with Region 9 and 10 to support the Intermountain West Harm Reduction 
Conference in Salt Lake City, Utah this Fall. 

● All efforts in Wyoming. We recently attended a Communicable Disease Unit Conference in 
Cheyenne, WY and made wonderful connections with the people there and we are so 
excited about the potential requests from our attendance there. 

Highlights for the Future
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Pacific Southwest ATTC
Region 9

Team Members

● MOBILIZING COMMUNITY PREVENTION IN THE SOUTHWEST | Our Southwest region 
serviced two intensive prevention-focused TA requests, highlighting social determinants of 
health and building community awareness around opioids for Ohkay Owingeh and Five 
Sandoval Indian Pueblos. This resulted in a "Harvesting Seeds of Wellness" in-person 
full-day event about SAMHSA's 8 Dimensions of Wellness, and a multi-day virtual Tribal 
Opioid Summit, respectively.
 

● EXPANDING TREATMENT IN CALIFORNIA | Our Region has worked on an intensive TA 
request working with California Correctional Health Care Services (CCHCS) on developing 
a roadmap to increase access to evidence-based treatment for its 35 correctional settings 
and an estimated 100,0001 inmates with substance use disorders. With help from ORN, 
CCHCS helped move towards its aim to reduce the number of post incarceration opioid 
overdose deaths.

● ENHANCING RECOVERY IN THE PACIFIC | Our Pacific region has also worked with 
implementing week-long in-person comprehensive Recovery Coaching competency training 
from Faces and Voices of Recovery to Saipan and Guam, ultimately building up recovery 
capital to build recovery-oriented systems of care. 

Recent Highlights

● The Southwest is looking forward to an upcoming Rural Health Regional Summit and 
Collaboration in partnership with University of Arizona Center for Rural Health and Center 
for Comprehensive Pain and Addiction Center--Addressing Pain and Substance and Opioid 
Use Disorders (SUD/OUD) in Rural Communities on June 8, 2023 in Flagstaff, Arizona.

● The overall region is looking at the expansion of harm reduction efforts which involve 
Narcan sold over the counter, and integrated into vending machines. Additionally, this 
includes other efforts such as mobile harm reduction outreach programs. 

● The Pacific and Hawai'i is looking forward to increased momentum and awareness around 
addressing methamphetamine and stimulants, hoping to develop a community partnership 
with the "End Meth" Summit in the following year. 
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Highlighted Data Points

Funding for this initiative was made possible (in part) by grant no. 
1H79TI085588 from SAMHSA. The views expressed in written 
conference materials or publications and by speakers and moderators 
do not necessarily reflect the official policies of the Department of 
Health and Human Services; nor does mention of trade names, 
commercial practices, or organizations imply endorsement by the 
U.S. Government.

Acknowledgements

Beth Rutkowski, MPH: Director of 
Training and Co-Director of the 
SAMHSA-funded Pacific Southwest 
Addiction Technology Transfer 
Center (PSATTC), leading training, 
technical assistance and education. 
Thomas E. Freese, PhD:  Adjunct 
Professor, Department of Psychiatry; 
Director of UCLA Integrated 
Substance Abuse Programs, and 
Co-Director of Pacific Southwest 
Addiction Technology Transfer 
Center
Mamta Bhakta, MA, LPCC: 
Technology Transfer Specialist and 
Project Manager at UCLA with 10 
years of clinical experience treating 
substance use in all levels of care, 
along with managing operations.

Twila Mallari, MSW (Diné/Navajo): 
Technology Transfer Specialist, 
Indigenous Communities Response 
Team, focused on tribal health care 
policy and providing behavioral 
health care to AI/AN youth. 

Benjamin H. Nguyễn, LCSW, CPH: 
Regional Coordinator of Training and 
Technical Assistance, focused on 
social determinants of health, 
gender/sexual diversity, and mental 
wellbeing for BIPOC communities



Template ID: ponderingpeacock  Size: 48x36

Northwest ATTC
Region 10

Team Members

● Despite the restrictions of the pandemic, we were able adapt, flex and respond 
to requests to help communities and providers help others during this time of 
great need. 

● Region 10 has built a strong team of TTSs and relationships with a few amazing 
and dedicated providers to deliver technical assistance throughout the four 
states in our area. 

● We're proud to have three representatives on the Indigenous Communities 
Response Team and  of our early efforts to prioritize culturally relevant technical 
assistance in our region. 

Recent Highlights

● We are looking forward to exhibiting at several upcoming conferences in our 
region. 

● Four summits are planned in each of our four states. We will be training juvenile 
court probation counselors in Washington, behavioral therapists and 
administrators in Oregon, providers in Idaho, and sponsor a day of training in 
Fairbanks, AK for physicians. 

● We look forward to continued collaboration with other regions to develop 
knowledge in prevention, treatment, and recovery content and to recruit 
additional consultant expertise needed to response to requests 
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● In response to a technical assistance request, during January 28-30, 2020 the ORN hosted a 
first-of-its-kind national conference for state correctional departments and local municipalities interested 
in implementing MOUD at their correctional facilities. The three-day meeting was held in Providence, 
Rhode Island, and highlighted RIDOC’s model, as well as other evidence-based delivery models from 
around the country.

● Community Collaborations were created to build capacity in each HHS region to address the opioid 
epidemic using evidence-based practices. The goal of Community Collaborations is to share 
evidence-based resources around effective interventions in prevention, treatment, and recovery to 
impact the opioid epidemic across all populations and to outline a plan to address the needs specific to 
each region. 

● In January of 2020, the ORN convened a group of prevention thought leaders. During the meeting, the 
group discussed ways that the ORN and support and enhance the prevention workforce. The end result 
of this meeting was a Prevention Strategic Plan that is housed in the ORN Prevention Interest Group. 
The Prevention Interest Group and other ORN partners have been working hard to complete the tasks in 
the strategic plan that are divided into four major categories: Recruit, Train, and Retrain, Career Paths 
and Development, Advocacy and Funding, and Marketing and Communication.

Recent Highlights

● The ATTC NCO is collaborating with CADCA, the Partnership to End Addiction, the National Harm 
Reduction Technical Assistance Center, and the Prevention Technology Transfer center to host an 
information exchange “Fostering Dialogue: Exploring the Intersection between Prevention and Harm 
Reduction”. Through site visit exchanges, individuals working in harm reduction and prevention will 
share their experiences, programs, and activities to explore ways that harm reduction and prevention 
organizations can work together to promote the health and well-being of their communities.

● Regional Summits! The success of our Community Collaborations led us to expand and formalize those 
as Regional Summits. The Summits present an exciting opportunity for ORN to reach underserved and 
underrecognized communities across the country. 

● Syndemic Solutions Summit: the ORN is sponsoring this national summit that aims to bring together 
governmental and community providers and researchers to discuss inclusive, equitable, and 
systems-level approaches to address the intersecting epidemics of HIV, viral hepatitis, substance use 
disorders, sexually transmitted infections, and pregnancy-related mortality and morbidity. It will be held 
in-person in Kansas City, July 26 and 27th!
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